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Subject: EC Meeting: 1 December 2006: Discusson on GMOs
From: IAP <igp@twas.org>

Date: Fri, 10 Nov 2006 14:33:22 +0100

To: IAP <igp@twas.org>

Dear Menbers of the Executive Committee,

Foll owi ng an international synposium which took place in Berlin and an
exchange of letters between the coordinator of the GMO initiative,

Prof essor Hans Walter Heldt of the German Union and oursel ves, our
German friends propose a draft statenment to be exam ned by the Executive
Committee. Please find here attached the draft statenent. Bel ow pl ease
find a recent letter of YQto H WHeldt reproducing CZ's concerns about
this Statenment and ot her correspondence for your reference.

We believe that the scientific content of the draft statement is
correct and that, nobst probably, something of this kind should be said
by the Academ es against the scientifically un-founded anti-GVO conbat.
But we wonder which formthis "sonething" should take. Any conment from
you will be welcone on this inportant issue and we will take a decision
at the EC neeting on 1 Decenber in Al exandria.

Wth best regards,

Yves Quere and Chen Zhu
| AP Co-Chairs

11 Oct ober 2006

Dear Hans Walter

Many thanks for these two reports which | ook very well docunented and
will be npbst useful for our further discussions. They are now bei ng sent
to the menbers of our Executive Committee.

Com ng back to the Statenent, | send you here a few recent comments from
co-Chair Chen Zhu. He was recently at the Kyoto Forum and he has been

i mpressed by the reluctance of several African countries, mainly about
the probl em of seeds which is an economic one rather than a scientific
one. Here are his coments, as sent to nme by Dr Wang Zhenyu.

We are now expecting coment fromthe nmenbers of our Executive Conmittee.

Wth very kind regards !

Yves Quere

1. Prof. Chen agrees with you that GVMO coul d be defended in the sense
that it is understood that natural crops also contain toxin and

al l ergen, which can be risky to people, the assunption that non- GVO
crops is 100% safe to human is not right.

2.Since the statement will try to explain a extrene controversial issue
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within a rather short text, scientific evidence would be crucial for the
acceptabliity of the statenent.

3. Recent evidence shows that devel oping world, eg, Africa, is getting
nore and nore concerned and remai ni ng suspicious fo GVO t echnol ogy,
there are 6 African countries which have given respective GVO
stances(see the attached). Al those have shown the controversy and
conplexity of the issue, it might explain why uptonow, there is no mgjor
i nternati onal acadenic organi zation has issued a statement Pro-GMO |i ke
what AP is nowtrying to work out. As a possible result of the issuing
such statenent, AP will put itself in a serious position of being
chal I enged or even oppugned. As Prof. Chen has nentioned in his previous
email to you and Prof. Heldt, in order not to end up in such unpl easant
result, it will be essential to have nore external reviews from other
institutions.In short, |IAP shall be well prepared for upconmn ng
challenges if it decides to issue such a statement on GMO as the current
form Prof. Chen would if possible suggest the other way around if | AP
is reluctant to enter such situation, that is to ask the GMO initiative

to produce a specific study report instead of a | AP postitioning statenent.

----- Original Message -----

From HansWalt er Hel dt @ol . com

To: iap@was.org ; y.quere@cadem e-sciences.fr ; zchen@ashg.ac.cn
Cc: ggottsc@wdg. de ; hoeni g@kaden enuni on-berlin. de

Sent: Saturday, October 07, 2006 9:54 AM

Subject: GMO initiative: 2 Reports

To the Co-chairs Prof. Queré and Prof. Chen Zhou.
Dear Col | eagues,

In the attachment | send you the text of the final versions of two
reports of the AP GMO litiative entitled “Are there health hazards for
the consunmer fromeating genetically nodified food?” and "Genetically
nodi fied insect resistant crops with regard to devel opi ng countries”.
The production of these reports together with the preparation of a
proposal for a statenment already subnitted to the AP, and the
conpilation of a data base of literature concerning GM crop plants was
supported by a grant of the IAP. The two reports may be regarded as a
basis for the proposed statenent on genetically engineered crops in
devel opi ng countri es.

Drafts of the two reports have been fornul ated by the Conmmi ssion of
Green Bi ot echnol ogy of the Union of German Acadeni es, and were di scussed
and edited by the international Berlin Wrkshop May 26-27, 2006 and
further edited by correspondence between nenbers of the Berlin Wrkshop
afterwards. Finally all patricipants of the Berlin Wrkshop endorsed the
two reports by enmil.

As laid down in the original proposal for the AP GMO initiative
presented at the last | AP General Assenbly in Mexico City, these texts
are intended to counteract false arguments by environmental activists.
The reports were witten in such a way that they could be understood by
deci si on nakers and the public.

As stated in the 2005 working plan the two reports are to be considered
as docunents published under the sole responsibility of the GVO
initiative and are now placed at the disposition of the IAP. For this we
suggest the follow ng:

a) They are included in the list of activities of the GMO Initiative in
the hone page of the | AP.
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b) They are included in the folder of the neeting of the | AP Genera
Assenbly in Al exandria

c) They are transnmitted by enmil to all | AP nenber academ es. These may
be encouraged to

distribute these docunents in their own countries to decision makers and
the public at their di scretion

Wth the presentation of the two reports, the subm ssion of the proposa
for a statenment and the provision of the data base of l|iterature about
GMO crop plants we hope to have net the expectations of the | AP GMO
initiative.

Wth best w shes

Hans W Hel dt
Coordinator of the GVMO Initiative

1 Septenber 2006

Dear Sirs,

Here | submit the text of the “Statenent on genetically nodified crops
in devel opi ng countries” to the AP that it nmay be distributed to the
menber academ es for endorsenent. The docunent was formul ated at the
Berlin Workshop May 26-27 2006 and further edited by correspondence
bet ween menbers of the workshop afterwards. Today | shall send it also
to the Co-chairs Prof. Queré and Prof. Chen Zhou.

A draft of the docunent was sent at an earlier date to Prof. Queré who
ki ndly suggested sone inprovenents in the docunment, with which we
conplied. You find the docunent in the attachnent together with a |ist
of the nenbers of the Berlin Wrkshop group

Wth best w shes

Hans W Hel dt

+++++ttHt
n.b. PLEASE NOTE THAT EXACT ARRI VAL/ DEPARTURE TI MES ARE REQUI RED
URGENTLY FOR CONFI RMATI ON OF HOTEL RESERVATI ONS | N ALEXANDRIA. | F YOU
HAVE NOT SENT THESE TO | AP, PLEASE DO SO. Deadline: 10 Noverber 2006
T T S O O
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GM GeneFood.pdf P i i pf
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Content-Type: application/pdf

I nsectResistCrops.pdf .
Content-Encoding: base64
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Berlin Workshop Group.doc
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